
THE 2017 LINDY GRAND CHAMPIONS

CRÈME
de la Crème

I
t’s getting harder to win a Lindy 

Award each year at EAA AirVenture 

Oshkosh, as 2017 showplane atten-

dance broke yet another record, with 

2,991 aircraft registered for judging, a 

5 percent increase from 2016. Still, some dedi-

cated owners, builders, and restorers found 

ways to stand — and fly — a cut above the rest.

There was a lot going on all week during EAA 

AirVenture Oshkosh 2017, but it was hard to miss 

some of the beautiful aircraft attendees brought 

with them to Oshkosh. More than 10,000 air-

worthy examples of pretty much everything that 

flies were involved in AirVenture 2017. 

Named after famed aviator Charles Lindbergh, 

the Lindy Awards seek to recognize the best 

vintage, homebuilt, warbird, seaplane, rotor-

craft, and light-sport aircraft that make it to 

Oshkosh each year. 

As always, the various judges for each cate-

gory worked hard to ensure only the best aircraft 

left AirVenture as grand champions. The follow-

ing collection of airplanes, gyroplanes, and 

helicopters all were named either grand champi-

ons or reserve grand champions, and all of their 

owners deserve immense congratulations for 

their hard work! For a link to the full list of win-

ners visit www.EAA.org/extras. 
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VINTAGE ANTIQUE GRAND CHAMPION
1937 Stinson SR-9F, N18445

Scott Woods, EAA 1178156; Tiburon, California 

BRINGING A LINDY AWARD-WINNING aircraft to Oshkosh is special 

no matter what company you keep, but making a dream come 

true for his father in the process means the win is that much 

more important for Scott Woods. 

Scott’s father, Woodson Woods, was in the aircraft restoration 

business in the 1980s and ’90s and caught the Reliant bug back 

then, but was never able to restore his own. To restore the rare 

Stinson SR-9F to flying condition, it only made sense to bring it to 

Rare Aircraft for restoration. Once the airplane was restored, 

there was one big goal left on the horizon.

“It was very special for us, and something he had always 

wanted to do when he was restoring airplanes was to bring an 

airplane to Oshkosh,” Scott said. “We lived on the West Coast, 

and it was hard to get out there, but it was a bucket list thing for 

us, too.”

As for the airplane, Scott has been flying it for about three 

years. It’s a shame there are so few airworthy 9Fs around these 

days, because Scott said it’s a great airplane to fly in. 

“It is very luxurious and comfortable,” he said. “Of all the cabin 

aircraft I’ve flown from that era … luxurious is the best way to put 

it. Stinson’s engineers designed a very comfortable airplane to fly. 

It’s very straightforward to land. Everything about it is plush. It 

was kind of ahead of its time for 1937.”

Vintage Antique Reserve Grand Champion

Piper J-3C-65, N37916

Rod McKenzie, EAA 484488; New Fairfield, Connecticut

VINTAGE CLASSIC GRAND CHAMPION
1946 Piper J-3C-65, N88354

Daniel Uminski, EAA 603092, Ryan Johnson, EAA 430352, 

and Cory Johnson, EAA 691131; Middleton, Wisconsin

WHEN DAN UMINSKI PURCHASED his 1946 Piper J-3 Cub, he didn’t 

intend to fully restore it. A condition of the sale from Frank Baker, 

the previous owner, was that N88354 had to fly, and fly often. 

Dan had Ryan and Cory Johnson restore the airplane, which 

they still call Frank’s Cub, after the brothers came up with the 

idea of putting in more serious work than simply ensuring the 

airplane was airworthy again. 

“Somehow the topic came up of doing a total restoration. They 

asked me if I was interested, and I said why not,” Dan said. “It’ll 

probably be the only aircraft I’ll ever own, so why not contribute 

to aviation that way.”

Frank was okay with the Cub serving as a showplane in Oshkosh, 

as long as it was just for the week of EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2017. 

After that, the classic Cub had to take to the skies once again. 

Dan credited the great work that Ryan and Cory did with the 

victory, and added that his personal favorite part of AirVenture 

was getting to swap stories with all of the other Cub owners in 

Oshkosh for the iconic airplane’s 80th anniversary.

“We just tried to make it as original as possible,” Dan said. “I 

think [winning the Lindy] was a surprise to all of us, but the 

detail that Ryan and Cory put into making it such a nice restora-

tion, it speaks volumes to their work. They were the ones who 

really let me help them put it back together.”

Vintage Classic Reserve Grand Champion

1949 Piper PA-11, N5533H

Donald Wade, EAA 1118917; Helena, Alabama

VINTAGE
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